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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

PHOENIX TAX PREPARER SENTENCED FOR SCAM AGAINST AFRICAN REFUGEES 

Muhammad Hamidullah Shabazz (aka Wilburn Kenny Harris), age 54, 

was sentenced today in Maricopa Superior Court to six months in jail 

for theft, fraudulent schemes, and preparing fraudulent state income 

tax returns for 2002.  His jail sentence is to be followed by 3 

years’ probation during which time he is prohibited from preparing 

tax returns. 

Shabazz operated a Phoenix-based tax preparation business known 

as Muhammad Shabazz Tax Accounting and prepared over 250 returns for 

2002.  Many of Shabazz’ clients were West African refugees.  Shabazz 

prepared false returns for them by creating non-existent businesses 

with large losses, and listing false dependents as exemptions, among 

other items.   
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Because these West African refugees are new to this country and 

not familiar with our tax laws, Shabazz was able to take advantage of 

them and create these false returns, which generated larger refunds.  

Shabazz then charged substantially higher fees based on these 

refunds, and also kept some of the refunds to line his own pockets.   

Shabazz pled guilty in April to one count of theft, one count of 

fraudulent schemes and practices, and one count of fraudulently 

preparing tax returns.  Shabazz has also been ordered to pay 

restitution of over $14,000 to the Department of Revenue. 

“The Department of Revenue is stepping up efforts to 

aggressively pursue preparers of fraudulent business and individual 

tax returns,” said Revenue Director Elliott Hibbs.  “It is an 

outrageous situation when a professional tax preparer uses others as 

unwitting accomplices for his personal financial gain.” 

This investigation was a combined effort between state, local, 

and federal law enforcement agencies involving the Arizona Department 

of Revenue, the Phoenix Police Department, the Office of the Arizona 

Attorney General, and the Treasury Inspector General’s Office for Tax 

Administration. 

“This action demonstrates our agencies’ commitment to protect 

Arizona consumers against tax preparers who take advantage of 

vulnerable communities,” said Arizona Attorney General Terry Goddard. 
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